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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  WIC State Staff, Regional WIC Directors  
 
FROM: Joan Bowsher  
 
DATE:  April 2, 2009 
 
SUBJECT:  Conference Call 
 
ATTENDEES: Joan Bowsher, Chris Fogelman, Linda Stallings, Kim Mondy, 

Carrie Reynolds, Mark Walker, Dianna Frick, Shannon Koenig, 
Lynn Van Aken 

 
Broadwater: Dana Hall; Custer: Vicki Tusler: Dawson: Connie Undem; Fergus: Shirley 
Ernst; Flathead: Jeannine Lund; Gallatin: Darcy Hunter; Hill: Tessa Roberts; Lewis & Clark: 
Maggie Petaja; Lincoln: Linda Wagner; Missoula: Mary Pittaway; Ravalli: Jackie Cenis, 
Margaret Reardon; RiverStone: Gail Espeseth, Kelly Wise; Sheridan: Susan Tefre;  
Richland Cty: Kathy Helmuth; Silverbow: Julia Coyne, Lori Stenson; Valley: Julie Lawson; 
Ft Belknap: Barb Skoyen; Epidemiology: Dianna Frick, Shannon Koenig; Lynn Van Aken 
 

 

Status of WIC Funding for FY2009 
The NSA and Food Funding for FY2009 has been approved.  OA funding has not been 
approved yet.  Stimulus Funding has also been awarded to the WIC Program at the 
national level; 100 million for WIC MIS projects and 400 million for food and NSA.  The  
400 million was put into the contingency fund.  Montana has requested a little over half a 
million to finish funding the rollout of M-SPIRIT, for an EBT planning grant and equipment 
replacement.      
 
 

OA Funding for FY 2009 
OA funding has not been fully approved.  We have resubmitted our requests, withdrawn 
come and added requests for outreach and breast pumps. 
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Sesame Street Healthy Habits 
Linda Stallings announced that shipment of the Sesame Street Healthy Habits books will 
begin next week. The contact person that has been set up to receive these will be 
contacted 24 hours before shipment to confirm pick up arrangements.  These can be given 
to families beginning June 1st throughout the summer months.  One packet will be 
distributed to families with a child 6 months and older.  A guidance sheet as to how best to 
use the information will be coming soon in the Weekly Newsletter along with a draft press 
release. 
 

IT Update 
Mark announced that an RFP for a contractor for the M-SPIRIT system implementation is 
posted.  Responses are due by May 15, 2009.  We should then have a better idea of 
scheduling by the end of May. 
 
We have hired a telecommunication contractor to look at communication network and 
internet issues for each clinic.  We are planning for scanners and signature pads for local 
agencies. 
 
Our network department is upgrading the encryption on our laptops.  We will need your 
laptops for about one and a half days for installation.  This has not been scheduled at this 
time. 
 

Infant Cereal 
Carrie announced that Gerber has added DHA to some of its infant cereals.  These cereals 
are not WIC approved.  Please educate your participants not to purchase these products. 
 
Kim discussed the Similac Advance Early Shield Formula as a replacement for Similac 
Advance.  It contains pro-biotics and comes in the powdered version in a new 12.9 oz can, 
concentrate and ready-to-feed.  Have the retailers call Carrie if they have questions.  
 
The Similac Sensitive RS formula will be in powder form and available by early June in all 
stores.  All local agencies should switch their participants to the powdered version before 
June.  The retailers should have the information on this product.  If they have questions, 
have them call the state office.   
 

Other Items 
Joan explained that the WIC Futures Study Group recommended that we survey WIC 
participants to get feedback on the WIC program.  The surveys will be handed out to the 
local agencies at the Spring Public Health Conference.  Local Agencies will give these to  
participants during May.  The state office will tabulate the information and the results will be 
published in the fall. 
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There was some discussion about adding a question about retailers.  Dianna Frick 
proposed using the question “how satisfied are you with transactions at grocery stores, and 
does it affect your willingness to be on WIC”?   
 
Carrie realizes that training for retailers is a state wide issue and encouraged  
everyone to call the WIC office if they need assistance with their local retailers. 
 
Kim stated that all local agencies should have an RD on staff or on contract to provide 
formula approvals.  Vicky Tusler mentioned that she is a registered dietitian who contracts 
to provide formula approvals for agencies other than her own.  The state WIC office should 
be notified when an RD will be out of the office.  The agencies should have someone cover 
for formula requests whenever possible during an RD’s absence. 
 
Joan asked everyone to send in agenda items for the next conference call.  The agenda 
will be in the Newsletter.  We will also include an attachment of the WIC Futures Study 
Group members. 
 
She reminded us that these calls are a means of education.  On the next call, the second 
hour will be used for training on the new food package. 
 
 
The next call is scheduled for June 4

th
, 2009 but has been rescheduled for June 11, 2009 

from 9:00am to 11:00am  Calls for the rest of 2009 are August 6, October 1, and 
December 3, 2009. 

  
 

 
 
 


